
From left, Joseph Spiess, Lindsey Silva, Marcos Silva
and Thomas Sawyer of Blue Line Security Systems.
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Facial recognition startup preps for big year
Feb 20, 2017, 9:00am CST

Blue Line Security Solutions, a Fenton-based startup that has
developed facial recognition software, expects to grow sales
significantly this year as it expands its relationship with Swedish
network video provider Axis Communications and continues to
benefit from a growing number of municipalities and retailers
trying to make their spaces safer.

Blue Line, which was founded by former St. Louis Police Major
Joseph Spiess and Detective Tom Sawyer along with Army
veteran Marcos Silva, received a non-dilutive Arch Grant in 2014
to help jump-start the business.

“We quickly realized that we, as law enforcement, could tell people how much this technology could
keep them safe, but we needed help on the business side,” Spiess said.

The company brought on former Mark Andy CEO Paul Brauss to be its chief executive and hired
George Michaels, a former Intel director, to be its chief technology officer.

“We put out half a dozen systems in our formative year in 2014 and had 13 (early adopter) accounts in
2016,” Brauss said. “This year we think we can do somewhere between 300 and 500 system
distributions.”

Brauss said Blue Line’s facial recognition software is applicable to multiple industries. The theft
prevention and crime deterrence is the obvious channel, but he said it could also be used by
corporate clients looking to beef security at R&D or data centers, and high-end residential

Announcing: St. Louis’ Best Places to Work for 2017

!

LIMITED TIME OFFER

Subscribe Now

SELECT A CITY"

 INDUSTRIES & TOPICS   #$ NEWS LISTS & AWARDS PEOPLE & COMPANIES EVENTS MORE…

WELCOME

Your Account "

Facial recognition startup preps for big year - St. Louis Busine... http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/news/2017/02/20/facial-re...

1 of 2 2/21/17, 4:42 PM



developments.

The company expects to hire five new employees this year, mostly software developers. That would
add to its eight employees it has today at its headquarters at 1568 Fencorp Drive in Fenton.

Spiess said the company is in talks with local companies such as ADM and World Wide Technology to
further test the technology. And Laclede Gas is already a client.

According to research firm Markets and Markets, the facial recognition market is expected to grow
from $3.35 billion in 2016 to $6.84 billion by 2021. North America is expected to contribute the
largest market share by 2021 as it has “a deep-rooted infrastructure, thus favoring the huge demand
in the facial recognition market,” a Markets and Markets research report said.

U.S. competitors in the space include 3M, Aware and Daon Inc.

Brauss said Blue Line’s technology, which was mostly written by Silva — the Army’s 2005 Chemical
Corps Soldier of the Year for software he designed for chemical warfare — differentiates itself
because it is more proactive. “Our product recognizes the threat and is conditioned to send alerts,”
he said. “Our product is also modular and more scalable. Most of the competition we’ve seen out
there have built enterprise products and a charging a very large amount to tie into an enterprise
program.”

The company is soon likely to begin a seed funding round. To date, Blue Line has raised roughly $1
million from its management team, which include Brauss, Michaels and senior partner and Vice
President of Strategic Sales Don Deason.

Brian Feldt

Senior Reporter
St. Louis Business Journal
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